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KOKABOW 

Alan Greenhalgh of Meridian is an avid fisherman and dreams a lot about fishing.  

One of his dreams came true with the start of his business, called Kokabow Fishing Tackle LLC, 

in Meridian. 

Greenhalgh was never satisfied with the quality of tackle being produced and sold to anglers.  

“Most kokanee and trout fishing tackle is manufactured in foreign countries with plastic beads, 

poor-quality hooks and a non- brand named line,” he said. 

While on a business trip in 2006 and after years of being dissatisfied with poor-quality tackle, as 

well as low kokanee catch rates, Greenhalgh came up with the idea for his fishing gear.  

“I went to sleep with fishing on my mind,” he said. “When I woke up I had a vision of what was 

needed to create a unique quality kokanee spinner.” 

He talked to his older brother about the dream, and his brother told him to write down his ideas 

and find all the components necessary to build a spinner.  

After finding the components in craft and tackle stores, Greenhalgh took his first spinner out for 

a test run.  

“My hit and catch rate increased four to one,” he said.  

Not knowing if it was a fluke, he went out several more times, each time being just as successful.  
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Greenhalgh said other anglers started to notice and would ask what he was using. 

“Like most fishermen, I was hesitant about sharing my secret, and for years I only shared it with 

my family and close friends,” he said.  

When he started dating his wife, Wendi, Greenhalgh told her if they were going to continue to 

date, she’d have to enjoy fishing just as much as him, or at least tolerate it. 

Now they catch stringers of fish together, and for his birthday in March 2012, Wendi presented 

him with a white envelope that included a business license and the paperwork to start Kokabow 

Fishing Tackle.  

The business name is a combination of kokanee and rainbow.  

Sales began in July 2012, and now the company serves Cabela’s and Sportsman’s Warehouse 

and will be in Bass Pro Shops in April.  

The gear is sold in nine locations throughout Idaho and Utah, including Howard’s Tackle Shoppe 

and Larry’s Sporting Goods in Nampa and Pennywise Drug in Caldwell, Tackle Tom’s in 

Cascade and Turners Sports Fair in Boise.  

It is also sold on KokaneeTackle.com and kokabowtackle.com.  

The manufacturing is done in Meridian with the help of family members. 

Greenhalgh said his primary purpose is to manufacture a unique spinner series that offers 

outstanding craftsmanship made in the United States, utilizes brand-name components and is a 

proven fish catcher for anglers.  

Kokabow spinners are double-snelled with two Gamakatsu No. 4 Red Octopus hooks, two 

crystals, hand-blown glass beads with a reflective coating, hand-polished willowleaf blades with 

holographic tape, a Clev-R-Clip Clevis, and Maxima 12-pound-test line. 

The Clev-R-Clip Clevis allows anglers to change blade color in a matter of seconds. It is 

designed so an angler can slide the line out of the clevis clip, insert a new blade and slide the line 

back into the clip.  

The system allows anglers to change the color or the size of the blade without untying the line. 

Greenhalgh’s color combinations are designed for various weather conditions, from cloudy to 

sunny days.  

He said darker colors are used in the early morning, when there’s little sun, or in cloudy 

conditions.  

The combinations of gold, silver, red, pink, white, chartreuse and yellow are used on sunny days.  

 



 

Greenhalgh said the names of his spinners “are a reflection of nature’s best fishermen, which are 

birds of prey.” They include Osprey, Eagle, Black Eagle, Hawk, Raptor, Talon, Harrier, Harpy, 

Kingfisher, Blue Heron, Merlin, Kestrel and Falcon. 

Greenhalgh has seen his spinner series become what he calls “the go-to favorite” across the 

Northwest, for not only kokanee and trout but coho salmon, walleye, bass, catfish, crappie and 

perch. 

“There’s a sense of pride in knowing that our design and craftsmanship is being successfully 

used among fishermen throughout the Northwest and western Canada,” he said.  

The business also offers the Greenhalghs a chance to talk with and create friendships with 

anglers throughout the Northwest.  

He gets comments on his blog from trout and kokanee anglers all over Idaho, and walleye 

fishermen as far away as South Dakota.  

Pete Zimowsky: 377-6445, Twitter: @Zimosoutdoors  
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