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Pick of the week 

With the exception of some of the bass anglers, many fishermen are 

still catching plenty of fish — mostly trout. Fly fishermen, bank 

anglers and even boaters are catching trout throughout Southwestern 

Idaho. Steelhead and salmon anglers are also taking advantage of the 

dwindling fishing pressure, leaving more fish to go around. 

Wherever you go fishing, you need to keep the weather in mind. It can 

head south in a hurry these days, so go prepared for cold, wet weather. 

 

Arrowrock Reservoir 

Bank anglers are still catching trout using various colored PowerBait 

or worms and marshmallows, but look for the road into the reservoir to 

start getting a little dicey with our wet, snowy weather. Most of the 

fish are being caught between the dam and the park. 

 

Brownlee Reservoir 

Reservoir levels are continuing to slowly rise and will be about 17 feet 

down by the weekend. Spring Recreation Boat Ramp is usable for 

launching, but Woodhead Park is still the best place to launch if you 

need a paved ramp. 

Our latest cool, wet weather will likely slow bass fishing, along with 

the rising reservoir levels. If you have to take one last shot at catching 

a smallmouth, this place is probably as good as any. 

Try using crawdad- and minnow-colored plastics off points, rocky banks and over underwater humps. 

There are also a few boat anglers catching some nice trout; however the catfish are not biting, and there is 

essentially no crappie. 

 

Boise River 

The river will get another stocking Monday, so fishing should improve. The river’s flows continue to be 

steady at around 230 cfs. which is perfect for trout fishing. 

Lure of the Week 

Kokabow Fishing Tackle 

A certain element to catching 

kokanee and trout was designing 

a spinner series which produces a 

high prismatic reflection of light, 

attractive in color, balanced 

hooks, and has a unique spin. 

This unique spinner series 

attracts not only kokanee and 

trout but coho salmon, walleye, 

bass, catfish, crappie and perch. 

The Osprey is made with two 

different shades of pink glass 

beads, one large pink crystal and 

a small pink crystal in between 

the two Gamakatsu hooks. The 

Osprey comes with a pink blade. 

Take advantage of the Clip-N-Go 

Clevis and see what a gold or 

silver blade can do with this one. 

For more information go online 

to 

http://www.kokabowtackle.com. 

 

http://www.kokabowtackle.com/


Try using small spinners, eggs or worms. Fly anglers have been 

successful using BWOs and midge patterns, or nymphing with 

Beadhead Pheasant tails or Prince Nymphs. 

Look for pockets in under cuts and deeper runs near the bank where the 

fish are holding in the clear, low water. 

 

Cascade Reservoir 

The reservoir level continues to be about 22 feet down. Cambpell Creek, 

Rainbow Park and the city ramp are just in the water and marginally 

usable for launching, especially in the morning or after a dusting of 

snow when the ramps will be slick. 

Poison Creek and the Blue Heron boat ramp are still the best ramps 

available. A few brave souls are still catching trout and some nice perch, 

but it’s getting harder to stick it out in the cold. The bass fishing is done. 

 

C. J. Strike Reservoir 

Bass fishing has slowed and our cold weather pattern will probably be 

all it takes to put the warm water fish down for the season. If you go, try 

dragging plastics and tossing slow-crawling crankbaits. 

The perch fishing was good near the dam, but it too will likely suffer 

now that the water temperature has dropped several degrees. However, 

trout fishing should continue to be fairly good early to midday, 

especially on cloudy days. 

Bank anglers both below the dam and in the reservoir around the dam 

and Black Sands are still catching trout 

from shore. 

Try using worms, marshmallows or PowerBait. Boat anglers are trying 

jointed Rapalas, small pop gear and even dark-colored flies. 

 

Duck Valley 

Mt. View Reservoir is the only reservoir still open to fishing. Anglers 

have been catching a few trout, but you will likely have to deal with 

snow on the ground this week. 

Fly anglers have been mostly fishing with leech patterns and Sheep 

Creek Specials or Stayner Ducktails. Bait fishermen were using floating 

Tips & Tricks 

Here are a few trolling tricks 

that should help you outwit 

kokanee or trout when 

everything else you’ve tried 

has failed. 

Sometimes, in addition to 

trolling “S” curve patterns, a 

little more or less speed is 

needed. Kokanee, in 

particular, seem to like their 

shiny morsels spinning along 

at about 1.2 miles an hour, 

sometimes faster, but rarely 

slower. Trout are less 

particular and will attach lures 

at a faster pace. 

Sometimes it’s helpful to 

shake things up a little — 

literally. For example, try a 

sharp jerk or two every few 

minutes or allow the troll and 

trailing lure to go completely 

dead in the water and sink for 

a few feet before continuing 

to troll. 

Another way to bring a strike 

from a following fish is to 

double your trolling speed for 

several feet, then quickly slow 

down. You will receive most 

hits after the lure has been 

quickly and erratically moved 

and is just beginning to slow 

down. 

If strikes are few and far 

between, go to a lighter, 

longer leader between troll 

and your baited lure of choice. 

A six-pound or four-pound 

premium-quality fluorocarbon 

line with its small diameter 

will be more difficult for 

finicky fish to see. At the 

same time it has high knot 

strength and very high tensile 

strength in relation to its 

diameter. 

 



PowerBait to catch most of their fish. 

 

Horsethief Reservoir 

Rainbow trout fishing should be good until the ice stops anglers from fishing from shore. Bank anglers 

should use worms, PowerBait and Marshmallows. Small spinners and pop gear should still work for any 

boat anglers still brave enough to venture out at this elevation. 

Look for the brown trout to be up feeding and heading for the shallow inlets and feeder creeks. 

 

Lucky Peak 

In spite of the current weather conditions, folks trolling out on the Peak are picking up some kokanee and 

rainbows. The kokanee are next year’s stock and are hanging in about 10-15 feet. 

Lots of things will probably catch them, but Wedding Rings are always a favorite. Make sure you put 

some Pautzke Fire Corn on the hooks for an extra incentive to bite. The new Kokabow spinners are also a 

good choice. 

Remember, your trolling speed is critical — slow and steady as she goes. I expect there are some anglers 

catching trout from shore, as well. 

 

Local ponds and streams 

Many Treasure Valley ponds, including Wilson Pond, were stocked Monday, so there are plenty of places 

to go fishing throughout the valley. For the latest stocking report, refer to the Idaho Department of Fish & 

Game’s website at:https://fishandgame.idaho.gov. 

 

Malheur Reservoir (eastern Oregon) 

Bank anglers continue to catch trout using Rainbow PowerBait, worms or marshmallows. The reservoir is 

pretty low and fairly clear, so the fishing is best early or later in the day. No ramps available. 

Salmon and steelhead 

The Snake River, from Cliff Mountain Rapids to Hells Canyon Dam, remains open until further notice or 

Nov. 17. The daily bag limit is six adult Chinook salmon; the possession limit is 18 adult Chinook, and 

there is no season limit on adult Chinook. 

Only adipose-fin-clipped salmon may be kept. Only adult Chinook must be recorded on the angler’s 

salmon permit. 

There are no limits on jacks, but anglers must have a valid Idaho fishing license and salmon permit to fish 

for salmon. 

https://fishandgame.idaho.gov/


Anglers fishing below Hells Canyon are still catching fish from shore, and a few boat anglers are 

backtrolling plugs and spinners. Both boat and bank anglers are drifting roe, jigs and tuna balls, which 

seems to be catching most of the fish. 

Steelhead season continues, with some new limits. The steelhead harvest season is still open on the 

Salmon, the Little Salmon, the lower Snake and on the Clearwater River, but limits have changed. 

In the Clearwater River drainage, the limits for the fall season and the spring 2014 season are one fish per 

day and two in possession. In the North Fork Clearwater River and the main stem Clearwater River 

downstream of the Orofino bridge, only steelhead 28 inches or less in total length may be kept. 

The steelhead limit on the Snake, Salmon and Little Salmon is three per day and nine in possession. 

Anglers may keep 20 steelhead for the season. 

Steelhead fishing is still “hit and miss” for most anglers on both the Clearwater and Salmon River 

systems. However, anglers are catching fish, and some are doing much better than others. Most fishermen 

are drifting roe on light line, but some are tossing spinners or backtrolling metallic-colored plugs to catch 

fish. 

 


